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Summary: The anti-circumvention measures of the DMCA are unnecessary to protect rights holders,
and have potentia for economic damage aswell asared danger of harming innocent consumers.

Argument: Digitd media, especidly software, have for along time (20 years or longer) been subject to
anti-reproduction technologies, which have had varied levels of success. These technologies have,
however, without fail been open to circumvention, which has led rights holders to seek this legidation,
which provides for the effective crimindization of circumventers. This might seem reasonable but for
two things firdt, the previous cycle of protection followed by eventua circumvention was, in fact,
beneficia for both the rights holders and the consumer. Protective measures did provide an effective
deterrent for many consumers, and il dlowed savvy consumersto leverage their technical knowledge
for adding vaue for technology purchases like computing equipment and internet connections. The
second, and to my mind more important, issue with the DM CA is the severity of punishment, as
demonstrated by the Skylarov case. Skylarov's detention and prosecution was the sort of treatment
usudly reserved for more conventiona crimes, with asingle and easly identifiable victim. But his crime
provided a viable software product to consumers and actually added value to the technology he was
supposedly circumventing. The victim, on the other hand is quite intangible. Isit Adobe, having had its
badly flawed copy-protection scheme circumvented? Or isit a hypothetica body of rights-holders,
who are somehow damaged by Skylarov's technique for easily copying content which in any case, isas
easy to copy as a paper book.

| very much doubt that my arguments adhere to your legd requirements as stringently as you requiire,
but | unfortunately don't have any more time to commit to this. | hope that my message comes across
clearly anyway. The anti-circumvention measures of the DMCA have a tremendous potentia for
economic harm to the consumer, and an even greater potentia for harming norma people for actions
which are harmful to no one. The DMCA could have as powerful anegative legacy asthe idea of
debtor's prison if it isnot stopped. 1t isbad legidation, and | hope that you use al the power that you
have to repair the damage that has aready been done. Thank you.



